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DISCOURSE, 


John  xvii,  24. 

Father^  I  will  that  they  also  whom  thou  hast  given  ots,  6e  wiih  ntc 
where  I  mn,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory. 

J  KNOW  not,  my  brethren,  how  we  cun  be  better  prepared 
to  meet  any  of  the  afflictions  of  life,  than  by  fastening  our 
eyes  on  the  "Man  of  sorrows;"  I  know  not  how  we  can  at 
all  sustain  some  of  them,  without  drawing  largely  from  the 
resources  of  strength  and  consolation  provided  in  Him. 

The  tenderness  of  his  love,  is  but  feebly  illustrated,  by  the. 
affections  that  spring  from  the  most  endearing  relations  of  life. 
Its  strength,  its  permanency,  and  salutary  influence  refuse 
comparison  with  the  kindliest  feelings  that  ever  warm  the 
human  bosom.  It  meets  all  the  believer's  exigencies.  In 
prosperity  it  humbles  him.  In  adversity  it  supports  him. 
It  guides  him  through  the  busy  scenes  of  the  day,  and  soft- 
ens the  pillow  on  which  he  lays  his  head  at  night.  It  en- 
lightens his  ignorance,  it  quickens  his  stupidity,  and  it  soothes 
him  amid  the  infirmities,  the  distresses,  and  the  woes,  to 
which  his  fallen  nature  subjects  him. 

Just  before  the  tragic  scene  of  Calvary  commenced,  Jesus 
held  the  conversation  with  his  disciples,  which  is  recorded 
in  connexion  with  the  prayer,  from  which  the  text  is  chosen. 
Though  he  was  about  to  leave  them,  he  would  not  l^ave 
them  comfortless.  Neither  their  past  incredulity,  nor  th^jr 
foreseen  desertion  restrained    the    tide    of  his  compassions. 


Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so  he  pitied  tkem^  and 
gave  them  instructions  adapted  to  their  trying  circumstances 
—exhortations  and  promises   suited  to  fortify  them  against 
overwhelming    sorrow,    and    to  inspire  them  with  a  peace 
which  the  world  could  neither  give  nor  take  away.     "In  my 
father's  house  are  many  mansions;  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would 
have  told  you.     I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.     And  if  I 
go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again  and  receive 
you  unto  myself,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also." 
Animating  assurance!  What  heart  can  be  sad,  that  is  fully 
prepared    to  receive  the  consolation  it  affords!  Who  that  has 
an  eye  of  faith  steady  enough  to  overlook  the  vanities  of  the 
world — strong  enough  to  penetrate  the  darkness  that  lies  on 
the  face  of  heaven,  can  yield  to  despondency!  Deep  may  call 
unto  deep — the  waves  of  affliction  may  roll  onward  in  rapid 
succession,  and  the  Prince  of  the  power  of  the  air  may  exert 
his,  utmost  strength  against  the  believer;  but  when  amid  the 
wild  uproar,  the  voice  of  Jesus  is  heard  saying,    ''I  will  re- 
ceive you  to  myself,"  the  mind  may    sweetly  repose  on  the 
sure  word  of  promise,  and  bid  farewell  to  fear.     "No  chast- 
ening" indeed  "for  the  present,   seemeth  joyous  but  griev- 
ous;" nevertheless,  it  is  the  fruit  of  love — the  result  of  the 
tenderest  solicitude  for  the  happiness  of  those  who  are  exer- 
cised thereby;  it  is  necessary,  to  effect   the  required  aliena- 
tion of  the  heart  from  the  world — to  create  a  supreme  attach- 
ment to  spiritual  objects — to  form  habits  of  devotedness  to 
God,  and  to  fit  the  soul  for  enjoying  an  everlasting  rest  from 
toil  and  sorrow.     A  severer  trial  could  not  have  befallen  the 
disciples,  than  was  involved  in  their  separation  from  Jesus, 
connected  as  it  was  with  circumstances  of  perfidy  and  cruel- 
ty.    To  Him,  their  eyes  had  been  turned  for  counsel,  for 
protection  and  for  encouragement.     He  was  their  Elder  Broth- 
er, their  Master,  their  Teacher,  their  best  Friend.     But  this 
severe  affliction,  dissipated  those  thick  mists  of  ignorance 
and  unbelief  with  regard  to  his  character  which  till  then  had 
surrounded  them;    and  convinced  them,  not  only  that  they 
were  strangers  and   pilgrims  on  the  earth,  destined  to  hard- 
ships and  sufferings,  rather  than  to  the  honors  and  affluence  of 
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princes — but  that  their  great  business  in  the  world  was  to 
seek  another  and  a  better  country,  even  an  heavenly,"  by 
means  of  "patient  continuance  in  well  doing."  The  bound- 
less love  of  Christ  could  bestow  on  them  no  superior  blessing, 
this  side  heaven.  How  clearly  then,  have  we  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  most  mysterious  and  distressing  dispensations 
of  his  Providence  will  appear  in  their  results,  to  be  the  ex- 
pressions of  "Love,  stronger  than  death." 

Beside  the  consolation  derived  to  the  believer  from  this 
general  truth,  he  is  permitted  to  draw  comfort  from  the  spe- 
cial assurances  he  receives,  of  God's  gracious  designs  towards 
his  "afflicted  people"  in  a  future  world.  Such  an  assur- 
ance is  contained  in  the  petition  of  the  text,  t/ill  ivho  are 
give?i  to  Christ,  shall  be  with  him,  to  behold  his  glory  for- 
ever. 

The  design  of  the  subsequent  remarks,  will  be 

I.  To  distinguish  those  who  are  given  to  Christ. 

II.  To  state  the  principles  on  w^hich  they  will  be  permit- 
ted to  "be  with  him." 

III.  To  notice  the  effects  of  contemplating  his  glory. 

I  am  1st.  To  distinguish  those  who  are  given  to  Christ. 

The  Apostles  were  selected  and  "given"  to  him  for  spe- 
cial purposes,  distinct  from  the  privilege  of  beholding  his  glory 
in  heaven.  They  were  chosen  to  be  with  him,  while  he  "dwelt 
among  men,"  that  they  might  behold  the  miracles  he  wrought 
— and  receive  tiie  peculiar  instructions  which  were  neces- 
sary to  their  bearing  a  successful  testimony  to  his  claims  as 
the  Messiah. 

All  who  believed  on  him  through  means  of  his  personal 
ministry,  were  "given"  him,  not  only  that  they  might  be 
partakers  of  his  glory  hereafter,  but  that  they  might  minis- 
ter to  him  on  earth — become  faithful  witnesses  of  his  resur- 
rection— and,  without  supernatural  endowments,  declare 
from  their  own  experience  the  unsearchable  riches  of  his 
grace,  wherever  his  providence  might  plant  them  in  an  un- 
believing world. 

But,  it  was  neither  the  Apostles,  nor  other  primitive  be- 
lievers that  wei'e  exclusively  referred  to  in  the  prayer  before 


us.  His  allusion  to  them  in  the  former  part  of  the  chapter 
is  direct  arid  clear.  But  he  afterwards  says,  "Neither  pray 
I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on 
me  through  their  word.  That  they  all  may  be  one;  as  thou, 
Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that  they  also  may  be  one 
in  us;  that  the  world  may  believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me. 
And  the  glory  which  thou  gavest  me,  I  have  given  them; 
that  they  maybe  one,  even  as  we  are  one."  "Father  I  will 
that  also  they  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  be  with  me  where  I 
am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which  thou  hast  given 
me." 

Those  given  to  Christ,  are  the  same  who  were  predestinat- 
ed in  the  counsels  of  eternity  to  the  adoption  of  sons.  So 
far  as  it  is  important  that  we  know  them,  we  may  rest  as- 
sured that  God  has  sufficiently  revealed  their  distinguishing- 
characteristics. 

1.  It  is  their  chief  anxiety  to  be  entirely  conformed  to 
Christ.  "Be  ye  followers  of  Christ  as  dear  children,"  is  an 
injunction,  they  affectionately  remember,  and  study  to  obey. 
They  love  his  spirit.  His  meekness  and  lowliness — -his  def- 
erence to  the  will  of  his  father — his  self-denial — his  disinter- 
estedness— his  zeal — his  firmness  and  his  devotion,  command 
their  admiration,  and  furnish  an  example  which  they  desire 
perfectly  to  imitate.  The  difference  between  their  temper 
and  his,  is  the  source  of  their  most  pungent  sorrow — the  foun- 
dation of  their  deepest  humility.  It  is  the  contrast  present- 
ed, by  comparing  themselves  with  him  that  leads  them 
often  to  adopt  the  language  of  an  ancient  Patriarch — "I  abhor 
myself  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes." 

2.  They  love  the  service  of  Christ.  His  yoke  is  easy, 
his  burden  is  light.  Whether  the  duties  he  enjoins  relate 
to  the  heart  or  the  life — to  personal  or  social  interests — to 
the  present  or  the  future  world — to  men  or  to  God,  they 
are  approved,  and  scrupulously  fulfilled.  If  the  "recompence 
of  reward"  be  not  overlooked,  it  is  seen  only  by  the  eye  of 
faith,  and  operates  not  as  the  cause,  but  simply  as  the  en- 
couragement to  fidelity.     Whatever  their  hands  find  to  do. 


they  do  it  with  all  their  might,  because  they  love  the  author- 
ity that  binds  them  to  holy  obedience. 

3.  They  are  distinguished  by  their  love  to  one  another. 
This  mutual  affection  is  founded  on  the  common  principle 
that  subsists  between  them — love  to  Christ.  As  all  who  are 
given  to  him  partake  of  his  spirit,  so  they  pursue  the  same 
objects,  are  animated  by  the  same  hopes,  are  refreshed  by  the 
same  consolations,  and  are  preparing  for  the  same  kingdom 
of  glory.  In  addition  to  this,  they  have  the  same  spiritual 
enemies — the  same  fears  within  and  fightings  without — they 
weep  together  and  bear  each  other's  burdens.  Hence  spring 
a  tenderness  of  sympathy  and  a  warmth  of  devotion  to  each 
other's  interests  which  can  be  produced  by  no  feebler  bond 
than  the  love  of  Christ.  Do  we  not  know  that  we  have 
passed  from  death  to  life  when  we  love  the  brethren? 

4.  They  are  distinguished  by  the  lively  interest  they  take 
in  the  progress  of  religion.  They  are  grieved  while  they 
behold  the  transgressors,  and  rejoice  over  one  sinner  that  re- 
penteth.  Their  most  zealous  exertions  are  made  to  restrain 
iniquity,  to  promote  a  spirit  of  serious  inquiry,  and,  as  far 
as  their  influence  extends,  to  induce  universal  obedience  to 
the  will  of  God.  The  means  that  are  used  to  bring  all  nations 
to  the  faith  of  Christ,  have  their  best  wishes,  and  most  fervent 
prayers.  So  far  are  they  from  a  spirit  of  indifference  while 
they  look  on  a  world  lying  in  wickedness,  that  they  will  cheer- 
fully spend  and  be  spent  in  order  to  become  in  some  humble 
measure  instrumental  in  its  recovery  from  the  dominion  of 
Satan.  They  hold  their  talents  and  their  possessions,  as  well 
as  their  prayers,  sacred  to  the  cause  of  Zion. 

5.  They  are  distinguished  by  enduring  trials  with  patience. 
Saith  the  Christian,  shall  I  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  and  shall  I  not  receive  evil?  Afflictions  spring  not  from 
the  ground.  They  are  not  accidental.  Infinite  wisdom  or- 
dains— infinite  kindness  sends  them.  For  this  reason,  the 
Christian  lays  his  hand  on  his  mouth,  and  his  mouth  in  the 
dust,  when  he  suffers.  And  he  regards  the  evil  she  feels,  as 
the  necessary  instruments  of  removing  his  guilt,  subduing 
the  remaining  corruptions  of  his  heart — setting  his  affection^s 
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on  things  above,  furnishing  him  an  opportunity  to  exem- 
plify the  power  of  religion,  and  to  recommend  it  most 
successfully  to  the  approbation  of  others.  His  faith  enables 
him  also  to  hear  the  voice  of  Christ  saying,  "Let  not  your 
heart  be  troubled — you  believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me." 
Then  amid  all  the  agitating  influences  of  disappointed  hope — 
or  imbittered  enjoyment,  of  sickness,  pain,  or  death,  he  is 
able  to  say,  "Let  the  Lord  do  with  me  what  seemeth  him 
good."     His  soul  is  quieted.     His  mind  is  in  perfect  peace. 

6.  They  are  distinguished  by  their  watchfulness  for  the 
coming  of  Christ.  Though  unhappily  they  may  sometimes 
"sleep  as  do  others,"  they  are  not  habitually  guilty  of  disre- 
garding the  day  when  they  shall  stand  before  their  Judge. 
They  do  not  put  it  far  away.  The  principles  that  govern 
them,  constrain  them  to  look  forward  often  to  the  "time  of 
their  departure,"  and  to  prepare  for  it  by  girding  up  the 
loins  of  their  mind  and  abounding  in  prayer.  Possibly,  all 
their  life-time  they  may  be  subject  to  bondage  through  fear 
of  death — yet  when  the  hour  arrives  that  separates  them  from 
every  earthly  joy,  they  are  able  to  exclaim,  "Is  this  death!" 
*'Thanks  be  unto  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory."  "Blessed 
are  those  servants  whom  the  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  find 
watching;  verily  I  say  unto  you,  that  he  shall  gird  himself 
and  make  them  sit  down  to  meat,  and  will  come  forth  and 
serve  them." 

These  are  a  few  among  many  distinguishing  characteristics 
of  those  who  are  given  to  Christ,  and  who  are  interested  in 
the  prayer  of  the  text. 

IL  I  am  to  state  the  principles  on  which  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  be  with  him. 

1.  A  price  of  infinite  value  has  been  paid  for  their  re- 
demption. Jesus  Christ  the  "brightness  of  his  Father's  glo- 
ry," by  the  sacrifice  of  himself  hath  brought  in  an  everlast- 
ing righteousness — that  whosoever  belie veth  in  him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  eternal  life.  The  Just,  hath  sufiered  for 
the  unjust.  The  sword  hath  awoke  against  Jehovah's  Fel- 
low, and  He  that  knew  no  sin,  hath  been  made  a  sin  offering 
for  us.     On  this  basis  alone  can  any  advance  be^madc  towards 


the  recovery  of  the  soul  from  the  dominion,  or  from  the  bit- 
terest consequences  of  sin.  On  this  basis,  the  whole  work  of 
sanctification  proceeds  till  it  terminates  in  glory.  What 
though  God  is  infinitely  good  and  merciful — goodness  and 
mercy  require  the  salvation  of  no  transgressor,  till  the  vio- 
lated law  has  been  magnified  and  honored;  the  wisdom  of 
God  has  determined,  that  the  death  of  Christ  alone  can  suffi- 
ciently honor  it;  Without  the  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no 
remission.  The  blood  of  beasts  cannot  take  away  sin — its 
whole  virtue  under  the  dispensation  in  which  it  was  required, 
consisted  in  its  typical  relation  to  the  Great  Atoning  sacri- 
fice. But  since  the  voluntary  humiliation  of  Christ  to  the 
death,  God  may  have  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mere}' 
and  without  violence  to  any  one  principle  of  his  government, 
crown  a  multitude  that  no  man  can  number,  with  honor 
and  immortality.  '-'Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together;  right- 
eousness and  peace  have  kissed  each  other."  All  then,  who 
are  given  to  Christ,  are  given  him  as  the  reward  of  his  expi- 
atory sufferings. 

2.  Christ  is  making  continual  intercession  for  them.  He 
began  this  part  of  his  mediatorial  work  while  on  earth.  "I 
pray  for  them;  I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  for  them  which 
thou  hast  given  me,  for  they  are  thine  and  thine  are  mine;  and 
I  am  glorified  in  them."  Again  he  says,  "I  pray  not  for  the 
world,  but  for  them  that  thou  hast  given  me  out  of  the  world." 
Hence  it  appears  that  none  are  interested  in  the  intercessions  of 
Christ,  except  those  that  are  given  to  him  in  the  covenant  of  re- 
demption— and  as  these  were  interested  in  his  intercessions  on 
earth — and  as  those  whom  he  once  loves  he  loves  unto  the  end, 
so  they  will  ever  be  interested  in  them,  till  they  arrive  at  the 
mansions  prepared  for  them.  The  language  of  the  text  is 
peculiar — "I  will."  It  seems  to  imply  more  than  a  simple 
petition — even  a  demand — the  assertion  of  a  right — a  right 
acquired  in  virtue  of  stipulated  conditions  fulfilled,  or  about 
to  be  fulfilled.  Whether  we  regard  it,  however,  as  a  pray- 
er or  a  demand,  is  not  material.  The  prayers  of  Christ  are 
never  lost.  "I  know  that  thou  hearest  me  alway."  That 
these  intercessions  of  Christ  are  continued  in  heaven  is  evi- 
2  " 
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dent  from  the  assurance  of  an  Apostle.  "If  any  man  sin, 
we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  even  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous."  We  have  an  High  Priest  who  is  set  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  throne  of  the  Majesty  in  the  heavens — "who 
hath  an  unchangeable  Priesthood,"  and  "is  able  also  to  save 
them  to  the  uttermost,  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  seeing 
he  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them.  There  he 
pleads  the  merits  of  the  sacrifice  he  hath  offered  once  for  all, 
and  presents  the  prayers  of  the  saints  with  his  own  on  the 
golden  Altar.  Thence  he  sends  down  the  Comforter,  whom 
he  has  promised  them,  to  sanctify  and  to  defend  them.  There, 
he  exercises  over  them  a  ceaseless  vigilance,  enlightens  the 
darkness  of  their  way — increases  their  strength,  and  gives 
them  frequent  victories  over  their  spiritual  enemies.  But 
when  he  has  purchased  them  with  his  own  blood,  and  made 
their  cause  his  own  in  the  presence  of  the  Father,  can  it  be 
doubted  whether  they  will  be  permitted  to  be  with  him? 

3.  While  in  this  world,  they  are  in  some  measure  con- 
formed to  the  moral  image  of  Christ.  They  have  the  same 
mind  that  was  in  Him,  and  are  thereby  prepared  to  enjoy 
his  society  and  friendship.  If  they  have  but  little  present 
enjoyment  in  him,  it  is  owing  to  the  weakness  of  their  faith 
— to  their  remaining  imperfections  and  sins.  But  the 
special  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  have  been  concerned  in 
the  formation  of  their  spiritual  character,  with  direct  refer- 
ence to  their  future  destination.  The  work  of  renovation 
which  He  has  begun  will  not  be  left  unfinished.  He  has  ta- 
ken possession  of  their  hearts  for  Christ,  and  will  never 
yield  the  throne  to  the  power  that  originally  held  it.  The 
victories  already  obtained,  give  assurance  of  complete  tri- 
umph in  the  end.  "The  Just  shall  live  by  faith."  "The 
righteous  shall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he  that  hath  clean 
hands  shall  be  stronger  and  stronger."  Hence  are  we  justi- 
fied in  our  confidence,  that  where  Christ  is,  there  his  saints, 
shall  be,  "to  behold  his  glory." 

III.     I  am  to  notice  the  effects  of  contemplating  his  glory. 

While  in  this  world,  we  see  through  a  glass  darkly — but 
in  heaven,   we  shall    behold  Him    who  is   the  Glory    of  it. 
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face  to  face.  Now,  we  know  but  in  part;  then,  shall  vv^e 
know  even  as  we  are  known.  No  darkness  Avill  surround, 
the  throne  on  which  the  Savior  sits.  None  of  those  obscu- 
rities that  now  attend  his  dispensations  will  surprise  oi* 
grieve  us.  Light  will  overspread  all  "the  ways  of  God  to 
men" — and  those  counsels  which  are  now  clothed  in  mys- 
tery, will  be  sufficiently  unfolded,  to  excite  joy  and  praise, 
instead  of  half  believing  wonder. 

Perfect  assimilation  to  Christ,  is  the  first  effect  of  contem- 
plating his  glory.  "Beloved!"  though  "now  we  are  the 
sons  of  God,  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  shall  be,  but 
we  know  that  when  he  shall  appear  we  shall  be  like  him, 
for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is."  We  may  conceive  of  this 
effect,  from  what  we  know  of  the  effects  actually  produced 
by  the  partial  vision  of  him,  enjoyed  by  the  saints  in  this 
world.  The  Apostle  says,  "We  all  with  open  face  beholding, 
as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the 
same  image  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 
And  does  not  our  own  observation  assure  us,  that  wherever 
the  distinguishing  virtues  of  Christianity  are  found  in  the 
greatest  perfection,  it  is  in  connexion  with  the  mind  most  ac- 
customed to  meditation  on  the  character  and  the  offices  of 
Jesus?  That  complacency  in  Him  which  leads  to  the  ha- 
bitual contemplation  of  his  perfections,  produces  the 
desire  of  a  close  imitation — and  this  desire  cannot  be  una-- 
vailing; — it  must  result  in  an  increasing  resemblance  to  Him, 
and  ultimately,  in  perfect  assimilation. 

Again;  beholding  the  glory  of  Christ  in  heaven,  involves 
a  participation  of  it.  Here,  in  their  best  estate  the  saints  are 
encompassed  with  infirmity.  Their  strength  is  weakness. 
Their  utmost  efforts  accomplish  little;  but  Christ  is  glorious 
in  power,  and  from  his  fulness  shall  they  receive  whatever 
ability  they  need  to  execute  the  will  of  God.  While  they 
minister  before  the  throne,  or  fly  on  errands  of  love  to  the 
friends  they  have  left  in  this  vale  of  tears,  and  perhaps  to 
other  orders  of  creation,  they  will  be  subject  neither  to  wea- 
riness nor  pain.  Christ  is  glorious  in  knowledge,  with  him 
are  hid   all  its  treasures;  and  the   merest  babe  that   beholds 
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Ills  glory  In  heaven  outstrips  the  most  advanced  Christian  on 
earth  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  of  the  principles  of  his  gov- 
ernment, and  the  great  ends  of  his  administration.  Christ  is 
glorious  in  the  possession  of  an  everlasting  dominion;  but  the 
saints  will  be  m.ade  partakers  of  this  glory,  and  reign  with 
him  as  kings  and  priests  forever;  the  authority  with  which 
they  are  invested,  and  the  happiness  with  which  they  arc 
crowned,  will  be  liable  to  no  diminution,  and  their  joys  will 
never  be  embittered  by  a  possibility  that  they  may  terminate. 
Christ  is  glorious  in  the  blessings  he  distributes;  and  all  who 
are  with  him,  will  share  the  glory  of  doing  good;  their  be- 
nevolence will  find  ample  scope  in  that  world  where  the  ser- 
vice of  God  engages  every  thought  and  affection.  So  perfect 
will  be  the  union  of  the  saints  to  Christ  their  Head,  that  they 
shall  share  in  all  the  honors  he  receives  from  the  heavenly 
hosts;  their  happiness  and  glory  will  be  increased  forever 
by  the  ascriptions  of  praise  rendered  to  him. 

On  this  theme,  my  brethi'en,  I  am  too  conscious  of  my 
weakness,  to  enlarge,  God  has  not  been  pleased  to  reveal 
more  than  a  few  grand  outlines  of  the  happiness  of  heaven — to 
suffer  more  than  a  few  faint  rays  of  the  glory  that  encircles  the 
Savior  to  fall  on  us,  and  assist  our  conceptions  of  that  "exceed- 
ing weight  of  glory"  which  will  fill  the  eyes  of  the  redeemed 
forever.  It  is  enough  for  all  practical  purposes  to  know,  that 
to  him  that  overcometh,  Christ  will  grant  to  sit  with  him  in  his 
throne,  even  as  he  also  overcame,  and  is  set  down  with  his  Fa- 
ther in  his  throne;  that  they  who  have  washed  their  robes  and 
made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  are  before  the 
throne  of  God,  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple;  that 
they  shall  hunger  no  more,  nor  thirst  any  more,  and  that  the 
Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and 
shall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters,  and  God  shall 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  And  after  all  that  can  be 
gathered  from  the  scriptures,  we  can  obtain  no  clearer  idea 
of  heaven  than  is  contained  in  the  simple  terms  of  the  text. 
To  be  where  Christ  is,  to  behold  his  glory,  to  fear  no  inter- 
posing cloud,  to  enjoy  his  presence  without  interruption;  is 
not  this  Heaven?     What  is  that  foretaste  of  future  blessedness 
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for  which  the  believer  sometiilies  thanks  God  and  takes  cour- 
age in  this  dark  and  sinful  world?  Is  it  not  some  glimpse  of 
the  glory  of  Jesus?  What  is  the  source  of  his  peace  and 
joy  when  the  world  frowns,  when  the  heavens  gather  black- 
ness, when  every  prospect  of  earthly  pleasure  vanishes  before 
accumulating  afflictions?  Is  it  not  that  Jesus  lives,  and  reigns, 
and  has  power  to  fulfil  his  promise,  "My  grace  shall  be  suf- 
ficient for  thee?"  What  puts  the  song  of  triumph  into  the 
lips  of  the  Martyr? — The  glory  of  Jesus!  What  leads  the 
almost  expiring  saint  to  say,  "I  desire  to  depart?"  A  vision 
of  the  glory  of  Jesus!  If,  then,  even  here,  where  faith  forms 
the  only  medium  of  communion  with  the  invisible  world,  so 
much  support  and  consolation  may  be  derived  from  contem- 
plating the  glory  of  Jesus,  what  heart  can  conceive  the  hap- 
piness of  being  with  him  forever,  to  behold  his  unclouded 
glory,  and  to  unite  in  the  songs  of  those  countless  myriads, 
whose  redemption  from  sin  and  death,  will  form  an  everlast- 
ing monument  of  his  victorious  grace! 

But  it  is  time  that  we  advert  more  particularly  to  the 
solemn  event  which  has  assembled  us  to  day  in  the  house  of 
prayer.  And  I  confess  to  you,  my  brethren,  I  should  not 
dare  to  trust  my  feelings  in  speaking  of  the  dear  friend 
whose  dust  is  all  that  remains  with  us  of  what  was  late,  so 
lovely,  so  heavenly,  if  it  were  not  that  in  her  removal  we 
have  such  abundant  evidence  that  the  prayer  of  Jesus  is  an- 
swered— "Father!  1  will  that  they  also  whoin  thou  hast 
given  me,  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my 
glory."  She  has  closed  her  eyes  on  us — but  not  on  the  Sa- 
vior whom  she  loved  while  she  saw  him  not.  Her  work  on 
earth  is  done.  Her  race  is  finished.  The  goal  is  cleared. 
The  crown  of  glory  is  on  her  head. 

If  in  attempting  to  mark  some  distinguishing  characteris- 
tics of  those  who  are  given  to  Christ,  we  have  failed  of  ex- 
hibiting the  prominent  excellencies  of  this  departed  friend, 
we  must  despair  of  doing  justice  to  her  character.  Tell — ye 
that  knew  her  best.  Was  it  not  a  desire  of  her  heart  which 
absorbed    every  other,  that  she  might  be  wholly  conformed 
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to  Christ? — Did  sue  not  place  him  constantly  before  her,  as 
her  exemplar,  and  mourn  that  her  resemblance  to  him  was 
so  faint — that  her  thoughts  were  not  more  entirely  brought 
into  captivity  to  him?  Where  did  she  seek,  where  did  she 
find  her  happiness,  if  not  in  the  devotions  of  the  closet,  of 
the  family,  of  the  sanctuary,  and  in  scenes  of  active  useful- 
ness? What  labor  did  she  shun — what  self-denial  did  she 
refuse,  that  she  might  fulfil  every  duty  of  her  station  to  the 
honor  of  her  Redeemer?  Her  love  to  all  in  whom  she  found 
the  spirit  of  her  Lord, was  undissembled  and  fervent;  and  while 
for  any  of  the  household  of  faith  she  was  willing  to  spend  and 
be  spent,  she  did  not  forget  that  all  mankind  were  her  kin- 
dred, nor  fail  to  do  good  unto  all  as  she  had  opportunity  and 
ability;  the  law  of  love  was  written  on  her  heart,  and  the 
law  of  kindness  dwelt  upon  her  lips.  With  the  interests  of 
Zion,  her  sympathies  were  strong  and  efficient;  her  time  and 
powers  were  never  employed  more  happily  to  herself,  than 
when  promoting  in  her  proper  sphere  every  object  that  prom- 
ised enlargement  to  the  Church;  her  spirit  being  closely 
allied  to  that  which  plunges  into  the  darkness  of  the  Pagan 
world,  to  rescue  the  worshippers  of  unknown  gods  from 
their  follies  and  miseries,  her  prayers  of  course  ascended — ^ 
and  all  her  energies  were  brought  into  effort  for  the  assis- 
tance of  those  who  count  not  their  lives  dear  to  them,  if  they 
may  win  souls  to  Christ.  And,  in  all  the  sufferings  she  has 
endured  through  her  protracted  illness,  what  patience  has  she 
not  manifested,  at  what  moment  has  she  not  been  ready  to 
say, — This  is  the  cup  which  my  father  has  given  me,  and 
shall  I  not  drink  it?  Constantly  has  she  eyed  the  hand  of 
God  in  her  afflictions,  and  even  rejoiced  in  them,  knowing 
them  to  be  necessary  for  her  purification,  and  admission  to 
heaven.  Not  only  in  sickness,  but  in  health,  did  she  watch 
for  the  coming  of  Christ.  She  felt  habitually  that  the  world 
was  not  her  home,  and  therefore  she  looked  for  a  city  that 
hath  foundations,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God.  Th^re 
we  trust  she  is  now  gone — her  faith  is  swallowed  up  in  vis- 
ion, her  hopes  are  lost  in  actual  enjoyment,  her  love,  abid- 
eiii  forever. 
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If  it  were  not  that  all  her  other  virtues  were  so  much 
eclipsed  by  the  superior  lustre  of  her  Christian  graces,  it 
would  yield  us  a  melancholy  pleasure  to  call  to  your  remem- 
brance the  happy  combination  of  dignity  and  cheerfulness, 
of  tenderness  and  firmness,  of  zeal  and  prudence,  of  affability 
and  self-respect,  that  strongly  marked  her  character,  and  gave 
the  happiest  effect  to  her  activity  in  whatever  cause  lay  near 
her  heart.  But  it  is  rather  as  a  Christian  that  our  subject  and 
inclinations  too,  require  us  now  to  remember  her.  It  was  the 
grand  object  of  her  life,  to  be  an  humble  and  consistent  fol- 
lower of  Christ,  not  only  that  she  might  finally  be  with  him 
to  behold  his  glory,  but  that  she  might  persuade  others  to 
love  and  serve  him  too.  To  this  object,  every  virtue  and 
every  power  with  which  God  had  furnished  her  were  con- 
secrated. And  could  she  to  day  address  us  from  the  world 
of  spirits,  she  would  only  repeat  the  exhortation,  urged  by 
the  tenor  of  her  life, — "Be  ye  followers  of  Christ  as  dear  chil- 
dren." Our  tears  at  her  departure  will  be  lost,  if  they  flow 
only  for  the  removal  of  the  Wife,  the  Mother,  the  Daughter, 
the  Sister,  the  Friend;  It  is  the  Christian  that  has  taken  her 
upward  flight;  it  is  the  Friend  of  God  that  has  ceased  from 
the  earth;  it  is  the  humble,  the  prayerful,  the  self-denj'^ing 
disciple  of  Jesus,  that  has  bid  us,  fareioell.  For  this,  it  is 
permitted  us  to  mourn: — ^for  this  we  may  also  rejoice — be- 
cause, "for  her  to  live  was  Christ — to  die  is  gain." 

My  dear  brother!  This  truth  comes  home,  I  doubt  not, 
with  power  to  your  bleeding  heart;  and  if  it  dry  not  up 
your  tears,  it  will  yet  alleviate  your  anguish,  and  even  com- 
fort you  under  the  awful,  but  holy  dispensation,  that  has  tak- 
en from  you  "the  desire  of  your  eyes."  Nor  will  other 
considerations  be  wanting  to  your  support.  The  great  prin- 
ciple on  which  your  departed  friend  rested  at  all  times, 
and  never  more  sv/eetly  than  when  convinced  that  she  must 
leave  you  behind  her — the  principle  of  divine  supremacy  and 
rectitude,  will  never  fail  you.  God  has  his  way  in  the 
whirlwind  and  in  the  storm;  clouds  and  darkness  are  round 
about  him,  but  j'ighteousness  and  judgment  are  the  habitation 
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of  his  throne.  He  has  done  this  thing;  not  for  his  own  plea- 
sure, but  for  your  profit;  not  to  >show  his  power  in  your 
destruction,  but  his  loving  kindness  in  j^reparing  you  for 
more  extended  usefuhiess;  and,  we  hope,  for  a  brighter  crown 
of  glory,  "What  thou  knowest  not  now,  thou  shalt  know 
hereafter;"  His  counsels  are  a  vast  profound,  not  to  be  fath- 
omed by  us  in  the  present  world — but  the  time  is  coming 
when  they  shall  be  revealed,  as  far  as  we  are  interested  in 
knowing  them;  and  even  now,  we  are  perfectly  assured  that 
"he  doeth  all  things  well." 

What  though  you  have  sustained  no  common  loss?  You 
have  also  no  common  consolations.  He,  in  whom  your  de- 
parted friend  believed,  knew  better  than  you  how  to  esti- 
mate her  worth;  and  having  prepared  her  for  higher  services 
than  she  could  perform  in  this  world,  he  saw  it  best  to 
receive  her,  to  be  where  he  is.  Had  she  left  you  in  doubt 
with  regard  to  her  triumph  over  death,  and  had  you  not  the 
firm  foundation  of  God's  omnipotence  and  perfect  righteous- 
ness to  rest  upon,  horror  might  well  overspread  your 
soul  as  you  consign  her  dust  to  the  "narrow  house;" 
But,  no!  she  yet  lives,  she  breathes  a  purer  air,  she  joins  a 
better  company,  she  swells  a  nobler  song,  she  engages  in 
higher  employments  than  while  she  remained  with  us.  And 
is  not  her  God,  yours?  Does  not  her  Savior  turn  his  eye  on 
you  to  day,  and  say  to  you,  'My  son,  faint  not,'  'fear  not,' 
'doubt  not,'  'I  will  be  with  thee,  and  strengthen  thee,'  'My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee.' 

My  dear  brother!  You  have  wept  at  the  grave  of  the  best 
of  fathers;  you  have  paid  the  last  offices  of  fraternal  kindness 
to  the  most  amiable  and  affectionate  of  brothers — you  have 
followed  to  the  house  appointed  for  all  living,  the  loveliest  of 
children;  you  have  /e/^  before — yes,  you  have  felt  that  the 
hand  of  God  was  upon  you,  and  have  asked — not  in  vain, 
the  sympathy  of  your  friends.  But  to  day — what  do  I  see! 
— the  friend  of  all  others  most  dear — most  sympathizing — 
and  most  powerful  to  help  you — laid  low!  The  bosom  where 
you  have  found  a  sanctuary  in  every  season  of  trial  expands 
no  more  to  receive  the  overflowing  sorrows  of  your   heart; 


17 

the  love  beaming  eye  that  has  lighted  all  your  path  thus 
far,  is  closed  forever.  There  is  a  void  within  you  that  noth- 
ing on  earth  can  fill,  a  desolation  spread  around  you  that  the 
hand  of  spring  cannot  repair  nor  all  human  friendship  make 
you  forget.  But  have  you  not  a  friend  on  High?  Is  there 
not  one  that  has  been  touched  with  the  feeling  of  all  your 
sorrows,  and  who  has  promised,  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor 
forsake  thee?  I  know  that  your  utmost  native  fortitude  will 
be  insufficient  to  sustain  you — I  know  that  as  you  walk  those 
apartments  where  the  form  and  features  of  your  bosom  friend 
will  be  present  to  your  imagination  at  every  step — as  you 
kneel  at  that  altar  where  her  devout  spirit  has  so  often  helped 
your  prayers, — as  you  take  those  lovely  babes  upon  your  knees 
who  will  no  more  enjoy  a  mother's  prayers  and  instructions — I 
know  you  will  be  exposed  to  despondency,  and  be  ready  to  in- 
quire, "Is  there  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow!"  But,  then, 
may  the  everlasting  arms  be  underneath  you,  may  the  prayer 
of  Jesus  with  all  its  refreshing  influence  come  home  to  your 
heart:  "Father,  I  will  that  they  also  whom  thou  hast  given 
me,  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory." 
Have  you  no  friends  left  on  earth?  Yes,  my  brother,  the 
sympathies  of  this  congregation  assure  you,  that  there  are 
many  who  will  not  forget  you  in  their  prayers,  nor  cease  to 
wrestle  with  God,  that  his  consolations  may  abound  to  you 
according  to  the  depth  of  your  afflictions.  Especially  will 
those,  with  whom  you  have  wept  in  the  time  of  their  sor- 
row, now  be  anxious  to  return  into  your  bosom,  the  com- 
forts wherewith  they  have  been  comforted  by  you.  And, 
you  will  not  refuse  such  alleviations.  Healing  to  your  wounds, 
we  know  that  none  of  our  sympathies  can  impart;  and  not- 
withstanding the  blow  seems  heavier  than  you  can  bear,  we 
shall  hope  yet  to  rejoice  with  you,  while  with  quickened  step 
you  follow  the  path  so  brightly  illumined  by  our  beloved 
sister,  till  at  length  you  shall  be  permitted  to  put  off  the  gar- 
ments of  mortality,  and  walk  with  her  the  streets  of  the  New 
Jerusalem. 
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And,  what  shall  I  say  for  the  comfort  of  one  who  has 
watched  so  anxiously  at  the  bed-side  of  a  languishing  daugh- 
ter, and  now  with  one  last,  lingering  look,  bids  farewell  to 
all  that  remains  of  the  child  of  her  prayers,  the  object  of  her 
fondest  earthly  attachment!  Bereaved  mother!  Your  daugh- 
ter says,  "Weep  not  for  me."  Already  have  you  been  com- 
forted by  the  triumphs  of  her  departure;  be  comforted  still 
by  the  consideration — "all  is  well."  Though  Jesus  has  taken 
3^our  child,  he  has  not  deserted  you.  He  who  remembered 
his  own  mother  in  the  trying  hour  of  his  agony,  and  minis- 
tered consolation  to  her  soul  in  distress,  will  not  forget  you, 
now  that  he  is  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  Power.  Only 
surrender  to  him  cheerfully,  what  he  requires  righteously, 
and  he  will  never  leave  you,  nor  forsake  you. 

After  all  that  you  have  done  and  suffered  to  prepare  your 
child  for  usefulness;  after  all  your  anxieties  for  her,  and  the 
delight 'you  have  derived  from  her  society;  it  is  natural  that 
you  should  regard  her  early  removal  as  a  deeply  mysterious 
Providence.  Your  exertions  for  her  had  been  blessed.  You 
had  seen  her  placed  in  a  station  of  high  importance,  sur- 
rounded with  friends  whose  happiness  had  become  identified 
with  her  own,  engaged  in  arduous  duties,  rejoicing  in  the 
success  of  her  efforts  to  do  good,  and,  safely  it  would  seem, 
you  might  calculate  from  such  indications  of  God's  purposes, 
that  she  would  long  be  continued  to  you.  But,  "God's 
ways  are  not  as  our  ways."  His  path  is  in  the  deep  waters. 
His  footsteps  are  not  known. 

Dear  Madam!  You  will  not  mourn  as  those  that  have  no 
hope.  You  will  often  remember  the  comforts  enjoyed  on 
that  dying  bed,  at  whose  side  your  soul  has  been  agonized. 
You  will  realize  while  you  live  the  blessedness  of  the  moth- 
er who  can  say  with  cheerful  confidence,  "My  child  is  gone 
to  be  with  Jesus,  and  behold  his  glory,"  where  she  shall  no 
more  say,  "I  am  sick."  Now  too,  will  your  affections 
fasten  more  firmly  than  ever  on  the  tender  offspring,  that 
are  deprived  of  a  mother's  care,  and  many  of  your  lonely 
hours  will  be  sweetly  beguiled  by  preserving  in  their  recol- 
lection, the  counsels  and  prayers  of  one    whose  worth  they 
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are  yet  unable  to  appreciate.  Herein  will  you  be  the  helper 
of  him  whose  heart  bleeds  afresh  at  every  recollection  of  the 
bereavement  his  dear  children  have  sustained,  and  fulfil  the 
dying  request  of  your  only  daughter. — May  God  say  now  to 
the  angel  of  death,  "It  is  enough — put  up  thy  sword.'*  May 
your  surviving  comforts  be  long  continued,  and  greatly 
multiplied.  May  many  rise  up  hereafter  and  call  you  blessed; 
and  may  your  heart,  so  repeatedly  wounded,  always  find  heal- 
ing in  that  Love  of  Jesus  which  many  waters  cannot  quench, 
and  floods  cannot  drown. 

This  mourning  church  and  congregation  will  be  assured, 
that  they  have  the  sympathies  and  prayers  of  many  who  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  loss  they  sustain.  For  you  this  departed 
saint  labored  night  and  day,  with  your  now  deeply  afflicted 
Pastor,  and  many  are  the  monuments  of  her  zeal  and,  piety 
reared  in  the  midst  of  you;  many  are  the  prayers  she  offered 
in  your  behalf,  now  on  the  records  of  heaven,  to  be  an- 
swered, we  trust,  hereafter,  in  the  richest  blessings  on  your- 
selves and  on  your  children,  toward  whom  she  exercised  a 
maternal  and  efficient  tenderness.  You  have  known  some- 
thing of  her  worth.  You  have  loved  her.  Her  memory 
will  be  sweet.  Cherish  it.  Honor  it  by  a,  holy  emulation  of  her 
excellencies;  and  prove  your  regard  to  her,  by  redoubled 
zeal  to  comfort  hbn,\\\\o  has  lost  the  chief  solace  of  his  life — 
him,  whom  God  yet  spares  to  you,  to  comfort  you  in  all  your 
tribulations; — prove  your  regard  also,  by  your  diligent  atten- 
tion to  those  means  of  improvement,  with  which  God  has  lib- 
erally enriched  you  by  her  instrumentalit}";  and,  following 
her,  wherein  she  followed  Christ,  you  may  hope  to  meet  her 
where  he  is,  to  behold  his  glory. 

To  those  of  us  whom  God  has  honored  by  putting  us  into 
the  ministry,  and  to  our  bosom  friends,  this  event  addresses 
the  solemn  admonition,  "13e  ye  notweary  in  well  doing;"  and 
assures  us  of  the  blessedness  of  that  servant,  whom  his  Lord, 
when  he  cometh,  shall  find  watching.  Our  time  is  short.  Sol- 
emnly are  we  now  admonished  of  the  fact, which  we  are  so  slow 
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to  admit  with  its  legitimate  influence.  This  beloved  sister^ 
whose  smiles  have  so  often  cheered  us,  whose  bright  example 
has  so  often  animated  us,  has  fallen  early — she  has  fallen  glo- 
riously— fallen  indeed  to  rise  again,  to  rise  to  celestial  heights, 
where  she  will  stand  ready  to  welcome  us,  if  we  are  found 
faithful  to  the  death.  But  let  her  early  departure  serve  to 
quicken  our  too  languid  zeal  in  the  work  given  us  to  do;  and 
when  the  time  of  our  dissolution  draweth  near,  may  we  be 
able  to  adopt  the  language  which  she  learned  from  an  apostle, 
and  made  so  emphatically  her  own,  on  the  bed  of  languishing: 

*'I  DESIRE    TO    DEPART,    AND    TO    BE    WITH    ChRIST." 


